
The MARYs in the New Testament


The Three Mothers Named Mary
- Part 2

A 2007 Mother’s Day Message

Recap.: 
The Three Single Women Named Mary were dealt with in Part 1.
(I-III)

(I) Mary of Magdala – she Followed Jesus.


(II) Mary of Bethany – she sat at the Feet of Jesus.


(III) Mary of Rome – she laboured until Fatigued in Jesus.


The Three Mothers Named Mary to be dealt with in this study are: -


(IV) Mary, the mother of Jesus – in the Fulness of time she Brought Forth Jesus.
Gal. 4:4; Mt. 1:5; 

(V) Mary, the mother of James and Joses – she Bestowed her time to Follow Jesus.
Lk. 8:2, 3
(VI) Mary, the mother of Mark – she opened her home to Believers for Fellowship.
Acts 12:12

I. Mary, the “Mother” of Jesus.



A. Her Responsibility in Bearing Jesus.


She [Mary] had brought forth her firstborn son: and he [Joseph] called His name JESUS.
Mt. 1:25
1. It might Hurt her personal reputation.
Mt. 1:18, 19

a. Mary was Espoused to Joseph, but she was already found with child.
Mt. 1:18

b. Rather than Expose her to public disgrace, Joseph had in mind to divorce her quietly.
Mt. 1:19, NIV

c. Thus an angel had to Explain that “what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
Mt. 1:20

d. And Joseph became Mary’s Escort until the birth of Jesus.
Mt. 1:24, 25, NIV

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.


2. However, it was an Honour to her. In her Magnificat, Mary said:
Luke 1:46-48-55

For He [God] hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden: 


for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

3. But, in the end, it was going to be a Heart-break for her, as was predicted by Prophet Simeon. Lk. 2:34, 35
 

a. Regarding her Son: He was Set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; 



And for a Sign which shall be Spoken against.
b. Regarding her: 

Yea, a Sword shall pierce through thy own Soul also.
4. Still, she took all this to Heart and was prepared to bear the reproach of her Son.
Heb. 11:25, 26; 13:13

· As Moses did: Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: 
· Let us be prepared also to go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
B. Her Relationship in Living with Jesus.

1. She would not be Addressed as “Mother” – she was a “Woman” to her Son.


As Mary Magdalene was a “Woman” to her Master.

a. The Instances: 
i. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? 
Jn. 2:4

ii. Jesus… saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son!
Jn. 19:26
iii. Cf. Jesus saith unto her (Mary Magdalene), Woman, why weepest thou?
Jn. 20:15
b. The Intention:

i. It was not a term of Reproof or without Respect.

ii. It was a term to show a Right Relationship:

· For Mary: She had to know that His Real orders would have to come from His Father above:  

Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.
Jn. 2:4


How is it that ye sought Me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?
Lk. 2:49

· For Mary Magdalene:  It was a matter of Relationship – Touch me not.


Say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God Jn. 20:17

2. She would have to Acknowledge ‘her’ Son as the Son of the Father.
Lk. 2:48, 49, 51

a. Mary got the Relationship wrong:  



Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, Thy father and I have sought Thee sorrowing.

b. Jesus put it Right: How is it that ye sought Me? wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?

Cf. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me…


And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.
Mt. 10:37-38

c. However, ‘her’ Son was still Required to be subject to her as His earthly parent:
Cf. Col. 3:20


And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them:

3. She would have to Accept and share her “motherhood” with others.
Mt. 12:48-50

a. The Pertinent Enquiry: Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?
b. The Pointed Extension: He stretched forth his hand toward his disciples and said, Behold my mother…!”
c. The Precise Explanation: For whosoever shall do the will of my Father… the same is my…mother.
C. Her Remaining Hours standing by Jesus.

1. Mary’s Companions at the Cross.
Jn. 19:25, 26

a. Mary, the wife of Cleophas; her sister?
Jn. 19:25

b. Mary Magdalene.
Jn. 19:25; See Part 1.

c. Mary, the mother of James and Joses
Mt. 27:56

d. Mother of Zebedee’s children.
Mt. 27:56

e. Many women and many other women which came up with Him unto Jerusalem.
Mt. 27:55 cf. Mk. 15:41


Lesson: note the companionship formed to support one another.

2. The Son’s Contribution and provision for those He Cared and loved.
Jn. 19:26, 27

a. For the mother He loved: He assured her of a “home” and a “son” to take care of her.


When Jesus therefore saw his mother…he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!

b. For the disciple whom He loved: He ensured that his love for Him was continued in loving another.


Saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.


Lesson: note the provisions the Son made for the mother.

3. Mary’s Continuation in Church – Mary continued in fellowship…
Acts 1:14


These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and

 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brethren
a. In Corporate Prayer – These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication
b. In Church Partnership with her Son’s “mother”, “brethren” and “sisters” 
Cf. Mt. 12:49, 50


Lesson: note the spiritual and social fellowship with others in one unity.

Summary: Mary stood out as a submissive disciple of the Lord to be a vessel to be used of Him in any way He would for the blessing of others, though she herself might have to bear the hardships and heartaches in a situation where she could not understand much of what was going on yet trusted her Lord to do all things well for her.

Note: 
Consider too “Jesus and His Mother” in Rumination 117 (A Mother’s Day Rumination) 


as additional reflection on the above in www.berita-bethel-ung.com
II. Mary, the Mother of James and Joses (Joseph)
Mat 27:56, NRSV
A. Mary and Christ.

1. Her identity:

a. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses.
Mat 27:56
b. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid.
Mk.15:47

c. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. Mk. 15:40, NRSV

d. Came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (?) to see the sepulchre.
Mat 28:1

e. There stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas,

 and Mary Magdalene.
Jn. 19:25, NIV; Mat 27:56

i. Was Mary the wife of Cleophas (Clopas, NRSV), the Mary whose children were James and Joses?

ii. Was Mary, the wife of Cleophas (Clopas, NIV), the sister of Jesus’ mother?

iii. Was Mary, the wife of Alphaeus who had a son by the name of James?
 Mt. 10:3; Mk. 3:18; Lk. 6:15

James the son of Alphaeus

iv. Was Cleophas (Clopas), another name for Alphaeus or was there a second marriage?

v. Was she “the other Mary”? 
Mt. 28:1; 27:61cf. 27:56


…came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
2. Her Ministry with the Company of faithful women.
a. She was among those women who used their Means to Minister unto Jesus.
Lk. 8:2 cf. Mk. 15:40, 41


Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome; 


Who also, when He was in Galilee, followed Him, and ministered unto Him.

These women were helping to support them out of their own means.

Lk. 8:3, NIV

Like these other women…
i. Probably she was also cured of Demons and Diseases.
Lk. 8:2, NIV

Some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases:

ii. She followed Jesus from Galilee to Calvary.
Mk. 15:41 cf. Lk. 23:49


Who also, when He was in Galilee, followed Him… and many other women 
…unto Jerusalem.

b. She was one of the Mothers who probably brought their sons along.
Mt. 27:55, 56


[See # C below.]

B. Mary at the Cross – She ministered to Jesus behind the scene from Galilee to Calvary 

1. At the Cross (together with the other women):
a. She Witnessed the crucifixion 
Mt. 27:55, 56; Mk. 15:40; Lk. 23:49

b. She Watched until the entombment (as the other Mary?)
Mt. 27:60, 61; Mk. 15:47; Lk 23:55


There was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.
2. After the Cross (together with the other women):
a. She Went out to purchase spices to anoint Jesus’ body.
Mk. 16:1; Lk. 23:56

b. She Waited at the empty tomb and heard the angelic announcement.




Mt. 28:1-7; Mk. 16:2-7; Lk. 24:1-7

c. She Was told to report to the disciples what she had seen and heard 
Mt. 28:8; Lk. 24:9-11

d. She Worshipped the resurrected Jesus when He next appeared.
Mt. 28:9, 10

C. Mary and Her Children


Apart from Mary (the mother of Jesus), two other mothers followed and ministered unto Him.

1. The Two Mothers probably brought their children along as they ministered to Christ.
Mt. 27:55, 56


It would have been difficult for them to leave their children behind in Galilee.

a. Mary was the mother of James and Joses.
Mt. 27:56

b. Zebedee’s wife was the Mother of James and John.
Mt. 4:21; 10:2


James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father
2. Three of the four children later became apostles of Christ.
Mt. 10:1-3

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these…James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

… James the son of Alphaeus (also son of Mary?)
See #II.A.1e (iii)

Lesson: The mothers Surrendered their Sons to the Lord for His Service.

Summary: Mary, the mother James and Joses. Consider…
1.
Her Faithful ministry unto the Lord behind the scene – from Galilee to Calvary.

2. Her children who Followed her, and brought up to know the Lord. They were linked with her. 

3. Her (with others) using her income to “Finance” the Lord’s ministry.

III. Mary, the Mother of Mark
Acts 12:12


And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, 



whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.

A. Her Identity.

1. Mentioned only once in the New Testament.
Acts 12:12

2. Mother of John Mark

a. Related to Barnabas – Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas
Col. 4:10

b. Her son, Mark, was a missionary with Paul and Barnabas, and later, Barnabas. 
Acts 12:25; 15:39
B. Her Ministry.

1. A Mother of Means – she used her wealth for the Lord.
Acts 12:12, 13

a. She had a large house with many gathered together praying.
12:12

b. She had a servant girl named Rhoda.
12:13

2. She made use of Open Opportunities

a. She opened her house and Allowed it to be used for an Assembly – in spite of the risks.
12:1, 2

i. Herod Agrippa was Persecuting the church.
Acts 12:1

ii. James, brother of John, and son of Zebedee had been martyred.
Acts 12:2

iii. Peter was then in Prison.
Acts 12:3, 4

b. She opened her Home to Hospitality – Peter knew where to go for welcome!
12:12


He (Peter) came to the house of Mary the mother of John.

c. She was open to her son, John Mark becoming a Missionary.

i. Mark First went out with Paul and Barnabas – they had also John to their minister.
Acts 13:5

ii. He Fumbled midway – John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.

Acts 13: 13

iii. Later he Followed up by going with Barnabas and made good with Paul. 

Acts 15:37-39


Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me [Paul] for the ministry.
II Tim. 4:11

Summary: Common Features of the Three Mothers named Mary:
(1) They gave up some of their children to be Missionaries (apostles/servants of the Lord)


For Mary, 
Jesus was the greatest Missionary – 



For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,



 and to give his life a ransom for many.
Mk. 10:45


Even then His brethren never believed in Him when He was alive – 


For neither did His brethren believe in Him.
Jn. 7:5


But after His resurrection:


James was among the 120 of Jesus’ brethren praying 
Acts 1:14, 15 


and James saw the risen Christ – He was seen of James.
I Cor. 15:7 



He was later recognised as an apostle – 
Gal. 1:19



other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.
 


and was president of the first Jerusalem council 
Acts 15:13. 


Later he wrote the epistle that bears his name.
James


Judas (Jude) was the brother of James who later described himself as the Lord’s servant and  


wrote the epistle of Jude – Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James.
Jude 1:1

For Mary, mother of James and Joses, James, probably the son of Alphaeus, was an apostle.
Mt. 10:3


For Mary, mother of Mark, it was Mark himself. He went on 2 missionary journeys with Paul and Barnabas. 
(2) They met up with others to support one another in their Company/Assembly.

(3) They put up some of their substance (money) for the Lord’s Ministry.

May God Bless all Mothers this day

and even as they are blesed 
May they be a blessing to others too
